
 
 
 

Event Report - Round 3 - Barkston Heath - 9th June 2013 

 

 
 
Round 3 of the series was held at Barkston Heath. This popular sprint track has a smooth 
surface, tight bends and open straights. The combination of chicanes, long open corners 
and straights makes it a challenging circuit, with something to test all types of car. Many 
regular competitors are keen to beat their times from previous seasons.  
 
With a low cloud base, making it cold but dry, competitors signed on and cars 

scrutineered, the drivers had only to concentrate on setting their fastest time, and staying 
on the black stuff! As drivers new and old took to the track, there were many screeches of 
tyres as the track, and strategically placed marker cones, took drivers by surprise.  
 
The break for lunch was soon upon us and the pit lane was busy with mechanics eager to 
get the cars going that little faster! With battles throughout the field and drivers separated 

by mere tenths everyone was looking for an advantage. The weather improved and most 
drivers achieved their quickest runs in the afternoon.  

 
With 12 classes the Toyota Sprint Series really caters for a wide range of both driver ability 
and vehicle providing a challenge for everyone from the novice to the professional team.   
 
Report unfolds through the classes .... 

 
 
 

 
 



Report & Results in class order:                           
 
  

 
 

Class F Pro – Up to 1.0  
                                  
Debbie Cooper in her 1st year of Toyota Sprint was driving her TRD Vitz, Debbie improved 
her times throughout the day by over 5 seconds by trying new tactics each run, and took 

the class win with a 67.16s run on her last outing of the day. The Vitz and Debbie proved 
hard to beat by a few other cars, showing how Barkston Heath allows cars with lower 

power to really punch above their weight.  
 
 

 
 
 

Class D Pro – Up to 1.6 Normally Aspirated 
 
Matt Hopkins and his MR2 were on their own in this class, and by experimenting with 
braking zones and racing lines had some sporadic times throughout the day. Matt finally 
found a method that suited the MR2 and took the class win with a 66.43s run on his last 
run of the day. 

 
 

 
Class C Street - Over 1.6 Normally Aspirated 
 
This class saw the return of TSS regulars Dan Quinn and Paul Thomas joined by newcomer 

Alex Daniel. The battle was mainly between Dan and Paul, with two hundredths of a 
second separating the leader. Dan's Supra just got there with a 59.63, whilst the GT86 of 
Paul Thomas could not get his tyres 'in the zone' to beat his time of 59.65 set in the 
morning.  
 



 

 
 
Class C Pro- Over 1.6 Normally Aspirated 

 
The two regular entrants in this class are having an on-going battle in their well matched 
cars. This time, the Celica of Chris Girdler took the class win with a time of 58.50, and Ed 

Stracey taking second place with the Supra's time of 59.55.  
 
  

 
 
 

Class B Pro – Up To 1.6 Forced Induction  
 

Both regular entrants in this class have been struggling with car issues in the first two 
rounds, and were hoping for a good day. Times were close throughout the runs, but Phil 
Cutler's supercharged MR2 finished first with a 56.76. Barrie Newsome delivered a 57.44 in 
the Starlet Turbo.  
 

 

 
 
Class A3 Street – Over 1.6l Forced Induction  
 

Another close class in terms of cars and drivers. Today, the GT4 of Roger Greaves was the 
victor with a 61.00, Avi Seebaluck chasing hard in his GT4 and a time of 61.39. This class 
also saw Anuj Seebaluck share the GT4 with Avi, and our 'furthest travelled driver' all the 
way from Mauritius. This was the first event for Anuj but he will be back for more.  



 
 

 
 
Class A3 Pro – Over 1.6l Forced Induction – Modified 

 

One of the bigger classes, but dominated by brothers James and John Crabtree in their 
well set up GT4.  Another close battle saw James hit a phenomenal 53.99 in run 5, 
prompting John to try hard in run 6 and come back with a 54.06. The time set by James 
also saw him third overall.  
 

 
 

Class A2 Pro – Over 1.6 Forced Induction  
 
Another popular class, but the super Celica of Barry Mason was proving hard to beat. 
Keeping up with Adrian Smith in the Pro Tuner class, Barry delivered a hot time of 52.97 
before lunch. The Celica shared by Nigel Levinson and Andy Bunney were having their own 
battle, and it was Nigel who took the second place with a time of 54.93. no one could bear 

Barry's time and he took first place overall.  
 
 

 
Class A1 Pro – Over 2.0 Forced Induction  
 
Christian Timms and the MR2 were holding up this class single handed, but still had fun 
chasing the top guys. Christian's time of 55.60 also earned him the Hard Charger award. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 Pro Tuner 
 
All alone in the Pro Tuner class this year, Adrian Smith was out in his GT86, but having a 

battle with Barry Mason in A2 Pro. In the end, despite knocking a few hundredths off each 

run, Adrian's time of 53.25 could not beat Barry for overall honours, but earned him a well 
deserved second overall.  
 
  
 

Trophy winners - Round 3 - Barkston Heath 9th June 2013 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Round 2 Summary: 
 
With improving weather, track conditions and driver ability, round 3 was an event of close 

battles for event and championship titles.  

 
There is plenty of action at the top of the table and no clear overall championship winner 
at the moment.  
 
But TSS is not all about the top guys and irls, there are battles throughout the field with 
new drivers getting to know their cars and set ups, giving the seasoned ones a challenge.  
 

The Series now enters a Summer break, a chance for many drivers to try some serious 
improvements to their cars and skills, or to just take a holiday!  
 
Don't miss round 4, a favourite of the series at  - Blyton Park - 18th August 2013 
 
 

 
 



Mid Season Championship Points Table - By Class (After 3 Rounds) 
 

(Note: Drivers count only 5 from 6 rounds) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Mid Season Championship Points Table - Overall (After 3 Rounds) 

 
(Note: Drivers count only 5 from 6 rounds) 

 
 

 
 

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The 2013 Toyota Sprint Series is sponsored by 

 

 
                   
 

A huge Thank You to all our sponsors: 
 
 

Toyota - Toyota GB -  www.Toyota.co.uk 
 
Blitz-UK - Japanese Parts Supplier - www.Blitz-UK.co.uk 
 
Fensport - Toyota Parts Supplier - www.Fensport.co.uk 

 
Javelin Trackdays - Trackday Organisation - www.Javelintrackdays.co.uk 

 
 
SuperPro - Polyurethane Suspension Specialists - www.superpro.eu.com 
 
Kleers - Premium Car Care Products - http://www.kleers.com/ 
 

 
If you own a Toyota or Lexus why not join in the fun? The Toyota Sprint Series is a very 
friendly place and an ideal 1st step in to the wonderful world of motorsport. The organisers 
and competitors all welcome new drivers from complete novice to professional teams.  
 
MR2s, Celicas, GT86, BRZ, Supras, Lexus, Corollas, Starlets,…….If you like Motorsport and 
Toyotas then the Toyota Sprint Series is the place to be. 

 

 
For General information on the sprint series please visit www.toyotasprint.com 
 

Or join our Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/8568033839/ 
 
 
 

Photos courtesy of Brian at brian@saidro.com  

 

More photos of the event can be found at http://www.saidro.com/barkston_2013/ 

 

 
Event report by Vix 
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